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Luke 13:1-9 
13:1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their 
sacrifices.13:2 He asked them, "Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all 
other Galileans?13:3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.13:4 Or those eighteen who were killed 
when the tower of Siloam fell on them--do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem?13:5 

No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did."13:6 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none.13:7 So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three 
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?'13:8 He 
replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.13:9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; 
but if not, you can cut it down.'" 
 

The Fruit of Repentance          3/20/22 

 Lent is a season of repentance and reflection. And so we consider scripture 

passages during Lent that can really make us think and examine our own hearts. It 

is work, and it can make us long for happier scripture readings. But it is good, if 

not fun, for us to grapple with life’s difficulties, with where God is in them, and 

with what it all means. We United Methodists believe that sanctification is a 

lifelong process, as we seek to grow more and more like Jesus. Our Lord Jesus did 

not walk an easy road during his life on this planet, and as his followers, our roads 

are often rough as well.  

Jesus deals with some age-old questions in our gospel reading for this 

morning. Every human being wants to know why bad things happen to people, 

especially to good people. Likely you have been asked what you believe about this 

question. Who is responsible for the tragedies mentioned in this passage? Is God 

punishing the victims for some reason? Are they guilty of sin, and are they getting 

what they deserve? As our passage in Luke chapter 13 opens this morning, there 

are people gathered around Jesus who tell Him about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. It seems, from Jesus’s response, that he 
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already has heard about the tragic event. After all, Jesus is a Galilean himself, so it 

would make sense he would know about it already. The thing is, no one knows 

anything more about the situation than what is stated right here in Luke 13. Luke is 

the only gospel writer who mentions it, and there is no other historical document 

that tells about it either. We can piece together a story based on the information we 

do have, however. When we hear that Pilate has mingled the blood of Galileans 

with their sacrifices, we are hearing about Pilate as he really is. Because most of us 

know that Pilate is the one who washed his hands of the responsibility for putting 

Jesus to death, we might just think of Pilate as a wishy-washy official. Nothing 

could be further from the truth. History shows that Pilate is cruel, violent, and 

blood-thirsty. The Jews of Jesus’s day lived in constant fear of what Pilate would 

do next. Listen to what one commentator writes concerning Pilate: “He was always 

rubbing the official divine status of the emperor in the faces of the Jews, who 

considered it blasphemy. He was constantly revoking the “special status” of the 

temple treasury and claiming funds for his own purposes. He was frequently 

spoiling the religious festivals and feast days by making onerous public decrees 

that prohibited or limited their celebrations.” Hearing this, it sadly comes as no 

surprise that Jews who were offering sacrifices to God were killed by Pilate in a 

gruesome way so that their own blood mingled with the blood of the offerings they 

made to God in worship. The Temple itself would have been made unclean by their 
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blood and would have had to have been ritually purified before it could be ready 

for worship again. Along with the shock and horror of what happened to their 

Galilean friends, the Jews had to deal with sacrilege that humiliated them and 

deeply dishonored their God. And now some people want Jesus to explain the 

meaning behind this murderous event. 

Jesus does not get into the politics surrounding Pilate in his response. What 

he does is make it clear that bad things happen in this world, even to people who 

are doing exactly what they should be doing. Worshiping God, like the Galileans. 

Or consider the people who had the tower of Siloam fall on them. They may have 

been working on the tower. Or going about their business underneath the tower and 

it collapsed on them. Think of the images coming out of Ukraine. Of the video 

President Zelenskyy of Ukraine showed to Congress that made us all cry. Images 

of a father hoisting his child onto his shoulders in happy times, or of a Ukrainian 

family having fun at an amusement park. Followed by heartbreaking scenes of 

injured children. Of innocent children and adults who have been killed. Jesus tells 

his hearers that good people suffer. That they are no worse sinners than anyone 

else. And then Jesus warns his listeners. Jesus says, “I tell you-- unless you repent, 

you will all perish as they did. Jesus is reminding us that no one gets off the planet 

alive. We will all die. Things happen. We never know when our time on earth is 

over. The Galileans were no worse sinners than any of us, but they met a tragic 
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end. Same with the people who perished when the tower fell on them. Jesus’s 

message is that ALL of us need to repent. To be ready to meet our Maker. The 

season of the church year we are in right now, Lent, focuses on our need for 

repentance. 

We have been spending a lot of time in the gospel of Luke over the past 

several months. When we looked at John the Baptist speaking to the people who 

had come to be baptized, we heard John say to them in Luke 3:8: Bear fruits 

worthy of repentance. That is exactly what Jesus tells his listeners in our Word of 

God today. First, Jesus says, “repent,” which means “change your mind.” Then 

Jesus tells a parable about bearing fruit. Listen to the parable again:  

 

"A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it 

and found none.13:7 So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have 

come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 

should it be wasting the soil?'13:8 He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, 

until I dig around it and put manure on it.13:9 If it bears fruit next year, well and 

good; but if not, you can cut it down.'" 

 

Jesus’s message is clear. Without repentance, there is no fruit. I think of 

Jesus as the gardener in the parable. The owner of the vineyard wants to cut down 

the fig tree because it is just taking up valuable space that could be devoted to a 

tree that will bear fruit. But the gardener is patient. He asks for more time to 

fertilize the fig tree, and to tend it carefully, giving it one more year to yield fruit. 
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The gardener is the champion of what appears to be a hopeless case. Some of us 

may think we are a hopeless case. That we are not bearing fruit and never will. Or 

we know someone we think is just taking up space. Not yielding anything of 

worth. But Jesus says, “have patience.” Tend this fruitless one carefully, and fruit 

may well be the result of your TLC. Bring this fruitless individual to Jesus, the 

Master Gardener, and let Jesus work his loving ways on them. Give Jesus time. 

Eventually, though, time does run out. A tower could fall on us. Bad guys could 

storm our sanctuary while we are worshiping, just as they did in Galilee. Or an evil 

empire could drop a bomb on us. So we need to bear fruit now before it is too late. 

What is this fruit we are to bear? One answer is we are to bear the fruit of 

the Holy Spirit. We receive the gift of the Holy Spirit when we put our trust in 

Christ for salvation. Some of you may know the passage that talks about the fruit 

of the Spirit by heart: Galatians 5:22-23: the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. In fact, 

we may know this list of fruit so well that at this point we might be tempted to nod 

off. We might think there isn’t much to say about this, except maybe: Pastor D.G., 

I memorized the fruit of the Spirit decades ago in Sunday School and I already 

know all that. Well, yes, we may know the list of fruit. But I wonder how often we 

consider how we grow fruit, or if we have it. I am sure all of us shudder at the 

thought of being like the fig tree in the orchard Jesus talks about that doesn’t have 
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a single fig on it. A tree that is destined to be chopped down if it does not bear 

fruit. 

The answer is that the Fruit of the Spirit is the work of the Spirit. We cannot 

get very far with producing patience or love or peace in our hearts all on our own. 

The way we receive the fruit of the Spirit is by yielding to the Holy Spirit. By 

surrendering to the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. By yielding and 

surrendering I do not just mean sitting around doing nothing, waiting for the Holy 

Spirit to pour fruitfulness into our hearts. This month I am taking a Course of 

Study class online for pastors called The Wesleyan Movement. One of the topics 

we read about in the class is a theological concept that Wesley fiercely argued 

against called quietism, or stillness. You may know that Wesley’s faith was deeply 

influenced by the calm assurance of faith that the Moravian Christians had. But he 

parted company with them when the Moravians said that those who are not assured 

of their faith in Christ should not take communion or practice works of piety and 

mercy but should rather remain “still before the Lord” until they do have faith. The 

idea comes from Psalm 46:10, which says, “be still and know that I am God.” 

Wesley believed those who advocated for quietism were misinterpreting the Psalm. 

Wesley insisted that people should rather “seek God in all God’s ordinances.” An 

everyday way of putting this is that God does not steer parked cars. When we are 

seeking to be filled with the fruit of the Spirit, then, we don’t sit still and wait for 
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God to make us kind or generous or faithful. Neither do we chase after the fruit 

directly by trying harder to love, or trying harder to be self-controlled, or trying 

harder to be joyful. Rather, we receive the fruit of the Holy Spirit when we are, as 

Wesley says, practicing the ordinances of God. Wesley also calls them the “means 

of grace.” There are 3 primary means of grace, according to Wesley. Wesley says 

the 3 are prayer, searching the scriptures, and the Lord’s Supper. The reason 

Wesley does not include baptism among the primary means of grace is that it is not 

repeatable. Prayer, searching the scriptures, and the Lord’s Supper are spiritual 

practices we engage in on a regular basis resulting in the Holy Spirit growing fruit 

in our lives.  

If one of the fruits of the H.S. is especially lacking in us, and we yearn to see 

that fruit in our lives, I believe intentionally surrendering to the Holy Spirit in that 

particular area is a way to see growth. For example, let us suppose I want to grow 

in patience. I would repent of the sin of impatience in prayer and make it a focus of 

my confession during the Lord’s Supper. I might then ask for the Holy Spirit to 

guide me as I search the scriptures for teachings about patience. I could 

specifically pray for God to lengthen the fuse on my anger so I will become patient 

rather than impatient. I would ask my prayer partners to pray for my growth in that 

area, and to hold me accountable as I seek to yield to the Holy Spirit rather than to 

my impatience.  
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John Ortburg wrote a Bible study called “Training Versus Trying.” Ortburg 

talks about the huge difference between training to be like Jesus versus trying to be 

like Jesus. When we try to be like Jesus, we find we cannot keep it up for long. 

When we train to be like Jesus, that is a whole different story. That is when we put 

ourselves in God’s training program. The Holy Spirit provides the fuel and the 

energy; our role is to submit to God’s training program.  

Years ago, my husband ran the Steamtown Marathon in Pennsylvania two 

different times. You know how long a marathon is, don’t you? 26.2 miles. From 

here, that would mean heading out the door of the church and running from here to 

Black Forest. No one can run that distance by trying. You have to train. The 

apostle Paul applies the training metaphor to the Christian life too. In I Cor. 9:25 

he says:  All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that 

will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. 

Lent is not only for considering where we need to repent and what fruit is 

missing in our lives. It is also for considering where we are fruitful, and for giving 

thanks for that fruitfulness. For praising God for where God has brought us. Even 

when the fruit comes from hardship. 

 Let me tell you about Beth Jones, a pastor colleague from Pennsylvania 

who is going through a really tough time. Beth is a vibrant outdoorswoman. I once 

attended a meaningful spiritual retreat Beth facilitated that was based outdoors in 
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God’s Creation. In fact, Beth recently began a ministry called Deep Green Journey. 

Here’s what the Deep Green Journey website says: “Beth enjoys leading groups to 

discover extraordinary possibilities in life, faith and relationships through a 

restorative connection with the natural world.” Connecting people with God 

through God’s natural world is truly Beth’s gift. But 3 weeks ago, Beth fell off a 

mountain and sustained multiple broken bones as well as some permanent injuries. 

Listen to what Beth wrote the other day: 

“I cannot find the words to convey my deep sense of gratitude.  I 

suffered a pretty severe hiking accident on February 28th resulting in many 

broken things and needed surgery to fuse most of the vertebrae in my spine. 

This was an unexpected turn in the road and even while I grieve the loss of a 

few beloved activities, I am discovering a deep peace in the unknowing.  

In the last few years, I have come to treasure words like vulnerability and 

surrender. This has been an opportunity to live into those words in a way I 

didn't expect and wouldn't have chosen, and yet in them I have found a 

blessing deeper than I ever expected and want to remain open to whatever 

possibilities this unexpected journey will create.  I expect to continue to find 

opportunities to create space in the natural world for people to experience the 

Holy and I can't help but wonder how that work will change and transform as 

a result of this experience.”  
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 Beth is an extraordinary woman of God. In the midst of her suffering 

and pain, she is yielding fruit. The fruit of gratitude and of vulnerability and 

surrender to the Holy Spirit. She speaks of experiencing deep peace in the 

unknowing and a blessing deeper than she ever expected. Through Beth’s 

example, we realize that the fruit of the Holy Spirit is possible no matter 

where life takes us. Beth is experiencing the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience 

and self-control as she does the hard work of healing in Rehab. 

 It is one of the great truths of our faith in Christ that evil does not win. We 

receive the gift of salvation when we repent and put our trust in God through faith 

in Jesus Christ. Even if a tower falls on us, even if we fall off a mountain, even if 

enemies take our lives, all shall be well. Because the fruit of repentance, the fruit 

of the Holy Spirit, is not fruit that can ever rot.  Jesus assures us in John 15: 16: 

You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last. Let us go, confident that through God we can bear fruit that will 

last. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


