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Luke 5:1-11 5:1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to 

hear the word of God, 5:2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing 

their nets.5:3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then 

he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.5:4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets for a catch."5:5 Simon answered, "Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. 

Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets."5:6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning 

to break.5:7 So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 

they began to sink.5:8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a 

sinful man!"5:9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken;5:10 and so also were 

James and John, sons of Zebedee, who are partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you 

will be catching people."5:11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 
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As our Luke passage opens this morning, we see Jesus at the lakeside, ready 

to preach to an enormous crowd of people. Jesus has been teaching in synagogues 

all across the region. But the crowd we are considering today is too big to fit 

indoors. Jesus is willing to go anywhere the people are, not just to the synagogues. 

Which reminds us that we can be pleased with our Methodist heritage—a 

movement that was started by men and women of God who were also willing to 

preach outdoors. And often to travel through snow or swamps on horseback and be 

uncomfortable sleeping on the ground so they could reach souls for Christ. Listen 

to what the founder of Methodism, John Wesley said: [People] “were awakened by 

the preaching of the Methodists, who had pursued them through the wilderness of 

this world to the Highways and the Hedges—to the Markets and the Fairs—to the 

Hills and the Dales—who set up the Standard of the Cross in the Streets and Lanes 

of the cities, in the villages, in the barns, and farmer’s kitchens—and all this has 

been done in such a way, and to such an extent, as never had been done before 

since the Apostolic Age.” That’s really something! Our church has come down 



 2 

from our founders who went everywhere to preach the gospel in a way that had not 

occurred since the time of Jesus and the Apostles. John Wesley continues, “I love a 

commodious room, a soft cushion and a handsome pulpit, but field preaching saves 

souls.” 

Field preaching saves souls. Or in the case of Jesus in our reading today, 

boat preaching saves souls. Our reading says Jesus is standing by the Lake of 

Gennesaret. Gennesaret is only one of its names. The same lake is also called the 

Sea of Galilee or the Sea of Tibereas, so whenever you see any of the 3 names in 

scripture, know that they are all one and the same. Jesus is standing by the lake, 

and the crowd is pressing in on him to hear the Word of God. Jesus then gets into 

Simon Peter’s boat and asks Simon to go out a little ways, whereupon Jesus 

preaches from the boat. It’s interesting to note that Jesus’s placement is such that 

everyone in the crowd can hear him. Two men, Cobbey Crisler and Mark 

Miles*conducted a sound experiment in this spot in the 1970’s, and they 

discovered that not only did the sound carry to people gathered on the shore, but 

the things the people said also would have carried to Jesus in the boat—the terrain 

forms a two-way natural amphitheater. Our scripture passage in Luke does not tell 

us what Jesus preaches on this day, but the 2-way sound capability makes me 

wonder if Jesus’s preaching is followed by a Q&A session. Wouldn’t everyone 

have a question for Jesus? I know I would! What would you want to ask him? 
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Let’s look at this scene from Luke in our mind’s eye. Picture Jesus standing 

by the lakeside. Everybody is crowding and pushing him. Jesus turns and sees the 

boats at anchor, because their owners are out of the boats, washing the nets. So 

Jesus asks Simon to leave his net washing and get back into his boat and push out a 

ways so Jesus can teach from there. We might wonder why Simon would agree to 

that. He has been up all night fishing and would be feeling discouraged from not 

catching any fish, plus no doubt exhausted and ready to get his chores done and get 

home. But Simon has a good reason to say yes to Jesus. It is not in our lectionary 

readings for this year, but a passage in the previous chapter 4 tells that Jesus heals 

Simon Peter’s mother-in-law of a high fever, after which Jesus heals many others 

brought to him while Jesus is still at Peter’s house. Peter already knows Jesus is a 

miracle worker. 

 Jesus and Peter are in the boat. Peter has just heard Jesus’s whole message 

along with the crowds, and we know by now he is even more eager to get onto land 

and to bed. But Jesus says, "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for 

a catch." If we know anything about Simon Peter, we know he is not a patient 

person in general. He is impulsive and reactive. We do not know what tone he uses 

with Jesus here, but likely Peter is managing to contain his frustration when he 

answers Jesus, since he calls Jesus, “Master.” Simon Peter does not say, “good 

heavens, we just cleaned these nets, this is a dumb idea, Jesus, and besides, you’re 
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a carpenter, not a fisherman.” No, Peter says, "Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets." Simon 

and Jesus, and probably Simon’s brother Andrew then go out into deeper water, 

and they let down the nets. They catch a miracle-sized load of fish, after not 

catching any at all the night before! Keep picturing this story with me—now the 

nets are breaking, and Simon and Andrew call to their partners John and James to 

come help. Both boats are now so loaded with fish they start to sink! Now we see 

Peter’s impetuous self. He disregards the fact that the boat is sinking, throws 

himself down at Jesus’s knees, knees which are surely buried in fish, and says, "Go 

away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" Luke tells us that James and John, 

Simon Peter’s business partners are amazed too, but Simon’s reaction is to ask the 

Lord to go away. Simon Peter has just experienced what is known as a 

theophany—a revelation that he is in the presence of the divine. And Peter is 

terrified of what could happen to a sinful person such as himself in the presence of 

God. Not that Peter is any worse than other sinners. But repentance and the fear of 

the Lord go hand and hand, and mercifully, at the next moment, the penitent person 

experiences the grace of God. Which is exactly what happens to Peter. Jesus tells 

Simon Peter not to be afraid as Jesus calls Peter to follow him with the words, 

“from now on you will be catching people." 
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 Like me, many of you know the phrase “catching people” means the same 

thing as another phrase Jesus uses with these same fishermen in the gospel of 

Mark, “fishing for people.” We know that means Jesus is calling these fishermen to 

declare and show the gospel to people so others too might choose to experience 

new life in Christ. So when I read “catching people” in this context I breeze right 

by it, knowing its meaning. But more than one commentator I read gives a warning 

about this phrase considering how it could sound to today’s listeners. Catching 

people can sound like it means something coercive or even violent, like kidnapping 

or human trafficking. (workingpreacher.com) We really do need to be aware that we live 

in a post-Christian culture whenever we talk to others about Jesus or about God’s 

Word. There is lots of misinformation flying around about what the gospel teaches, 

about what we Christians believe. 

 Here’s an example of what I mean. Several months ago, I was watching the 

news program Next, with Kyle Clark on TV. He was talking about a United 

Methodist church in Denver that was opening its parking lot and making other 

provisions for those experiencing homelessness. Clark said the pastor of the church 

made a reference to the Bible’s teaching being the guide for the church caring for 

those in need in this way. I was shocked by what Kyle Clark said next. He said he 

was surprised to hear the Bible said such things. Then he said something like, “it 

must be buried in there, or towards the back of the Bible.” Really? A person who is 
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educated enough to have his own news program has no idea that our scriptures 

teach us to care for those in need of help? It’s not a New Testament concept, either. 

Care for the hungry and the marginalized, for the outsider and the foreigner, is 

clearly spelled out in the Old Testament Law. If Kyle Clark has all the wrong ideas 

of what our God stands for, we have to assume there are many others we come in 

contact with who have no idea either. Our mission field is huge for fishing for 

people. It can be as close as right next door or across the street for each of us.  

In the final part of our Luke passage this morning, we find that somehow the 

fishermen get their overloaded sinking boats to shore. Peter, Andrew, James, and 

John have heard teaching from Jesus unlike any they have ever heard. And then 

they have experienced an incredible miracle in the great outdoors. Jesus has 

exceeded all possible expectations of what their day would be like. They have gone 

from scarcity to abundance. The huge catch of fish is meant not only to bolster 

their faith, but also to provide for the fishermen’s business. To provide all that is 

needed to wrap up any loose ends in their fishing business, we imagine, because 

the final line in our scripture passage tells us they left everything and followed him. 

And of course, the abundance of fish also serves as a metaphor for the abundance 

of souls Peter, Andrew, James and John will impact, or catch, for Christ.  

The abundance of the fish leads to the call of the fishermen. Both are 

important. We too have been blessed with abundance. We have this beautiful, 
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warm building where we can worship our good God in freedom this morning. 

More than that, we too have followed Christ’s call and are blessed with spiritual 

abundance. Generations of children have learned to love Jesus not only from their 

Christian parents but also here in Sunday School and VBS. Generations of young 

people have confirmed their faith here and claimed Christ as their Lord and Savior. 

Calhan UMC adult members have gone deep in their faith through serving the 

community and teaching their children to do the same, as well as through study of 

God’s Word. Covid shutdowns and masks and distancing may have led us to think 

we are working with scarcity, not abundance, but that is not the case. Yes, we can 

find ourselves discouraged, but I believe it is important to focus on the abundance 

we have and how we can share that. Our scripture lesson today gives us some 

clues. 

Just like Jesus left the synagogues and ministered outdoors where everyone 

could see and hear, I think we need to leave the church sometimes and do the 

same. We don’t necessarily have to go far—just right outside these doors at times. 

Our post-Christian society can drive right by our churches and hardly notice them. 

But if we are outside the doors, they will see us and wonder what we are up to. As 

I invited you to see Jesus, the crowds, the lake, and the fishermen in your 

imaginations this morning, I invite you to imagine future Calhan UMC gospel 

stories. You know your history and heritage better than I do. How can we build on 
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that—bring things we have done in the past into the present, update them for 2022, 

and share God’s good news with those who do not know it? I especially encourage 

you to think of ways we can do it outdoors. I thought maybe we could sponsor an 

Easter egg hunt for the children of Calhan, but I discovered the Lions’ Club 

already does that. What about holding a few worship services outside this summer 

and putting out the word to the community to please come? Maybe we could put 

door hangers on everyone’s doors with the invitation. I picture us serving a simple 

breakfast outside followed by worship outside. We can blend traditional worship 

with some contemporary ideas. Sadly, many people do not know traditional 

hymns, so we would want to add some easy to sing choruses. Another idea for 

worship--recently I discovered The Gospel of John Cowboy Style: A Paraphrase of 

the Gospel in Cowboy Language. Is there a cowboy or cowgirl among us who 

would read the scripture from that? Would that appeal? I am not married to any of 

these ideas in particular. I am asking you to use your imaginations and experience 

and passions to seek the Lord’s guidance for how we can continue to reach the 

people of Calhan with the love of Christ. Romans 10:13-14 reminds us: “Everyone 

who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How, then, can they call on the 

one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they 

have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? How 

will Calhan hear about Jesus? John Wesley said field preaching saves souls. Kyle 
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Clark had no idea what the Church is about until he saw it ministering in its 

parking lot, and even then he thought it an anomaly. People need the Lord, now as 

much as ever. Please let me hear your ideas of how we can fish for people. Even if 

it feels like a wild and crazy idea. Have you ever heard of a BHAG? BHAG stands 

for Big Hairy Audacious Goal. Let us form some BHAGS to reach Calhan with the 

love of Jesus to grow Christ’s kingdom right here. Amen. 

 

 

 


