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Luke 4:21-30 

4:21 Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

4:22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, "Is not this Joseph's 

son?"4:23 He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you will say, 'Do here also 

in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.'"4:24 And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is 

accepted in the prophet's hometown.4:25 But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the 

heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land;4:26 yet Elijah was sent to none 

of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.4:27 There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 

none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian."4:28 When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage.4:29 

They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl 

him off the cliff.4:30 But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. 

 

Sermon: Truth and Boundaries    1/30/22 

 

We have all heard of the Mason-Dixon line. It stands as a cultural boundary 

line between the North and the South in the United States. The Mason-Dixon line 

forms the border between Pennsylvania and Maryland. After slavery was phased 

out and then completely abolished in Pennsylvania, the Mason-Dixon line stood as 

the demarcation line for the legality of slavery. The Mason-Dixon line is named 

after its surveyors, Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon. The two men were hired 

by the Penn family of Pennsylvania and the Calvert family of Maryland at great 

expense to accurately fix the boundary line, so they would know what land 

belonged to which family. The surveying proved to be quite difficult. Mason and 

Dixon were a highly qualified pair, but even though they used up to date 

instruments, after they had surveyed from point to point and then surveyed back to 

the starting point, there were not only the expected random errors to be corrected, 

but there were systematic errors as well. Getting to the truth of where the boundary 

line stood was hard because it turned out the gravitational pull of the Allegheny 

mountains was throwing off the instruments! They eventually got the truth worked 
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out concerning the boundary. This morning we too will be looking at truth and 

boundaries, first in the life and teaching of Jesus, and then of how they apply to our 

lives as well. 

Our scripture in Luke chapter 4 this morning is a continuation from where 

we were in Luke last week. If you’ll recall, Jesus is teaching in the synagogue 

where he grew up, in Nazareth. He has read aloud from the prophet Isaiah and has 

declared he is the fulfillment of the prophecy. That he is the one who comes to 

bring good news to the poor, to set the captives free, and to declare the year of the 

Lord’s favor. By this, his audience knows he is declaring himself to be the Messiah 

they have been waiting for. This all sounds like good news, great news, and his 

listeners are thrilled! They all speak well of him, and respond with amazement to 

the gracious words that Jesus shares with them. They all look at each other and ask, 

“hey, isn’t this Joseph’s son?” As if to say, “how can the son of our local carpenter 

speak so eloquently? Is it really true that the Messiah comes from here?!” 

Next, Jesus refers to what is likely a local proverb, “Doctor, heal yourself.” 

Jesus discerns what is in the hearts of his hearers and interprets the proverb in light 

of that. The audience’s attitude would be, “well, if you’re the fulfillment of these 

prophesies where you can make the blind see and free our people from their 

oppressors, let’s see the proof. Show us the miracles!” The people of Nazareth 
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have heard about the wonders that Jesus has done in other parts of Galilee, and 

they are eager to experience some too. 

 Jesus next brings up another saying in v. 24: "Truly I tell you, no prophet is 

accepted in the prophet's hometown. This is the first time in Luke that Jesus is 

referred to as a prophet. And Jesus knows that despite their amazement at his 

words, the people of Nazareth will not accept Jesus for Who he is unless he does 

what they want—signs and wonders. Jesus explains this by citing the examples of 

the prophet Elijah and his apprentice Elisha who later takes Elijah’s place as 

prophet. Elijah was sent during a time of drought to a widow in Sidon, which is in 

Phoenicia. God performs a miracle of miraculous feeding through Elijah for the 

widow. She is down to her last few drops of oil and her last bit of flour, and plans 

to make bread with it for her and her son. She assumes they would then shortly die 

of hunger, because there is no more food to be had. Elijah asks the widow to feed 

him first, and assures her the Lord of Israel will not let her oil jug or her flour jar 

run empty until rain comes to replenish the land. By faith, the widow does as Elijah 

says, and God provides for her just in the way Elijah has said. Phoenicia where the 

widow lives is the center of worship to the false god, Baal. The miracle that occurs 

in the land of Baal reveals that the Lord of Israel is sovereign not only in Israel, but 

in Phoenicia as well. In referring to the miracle God did through Elijah, Jesus is 

telling his listeners two things. First, he is saying that God will do miracles 
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wherever people have faith in God, not only in the land of God’s people Israel. 

Second, Jesus is informing them how he himself is being sent to bring good news 

to the poor. He is coming to the marginalized of society, just as Elijah went to the 

poor widow, who was close to starvation on the margins of Phoenician society. 

This does not sound like good news to the people of Nazareth. They want to claim 

special privileges from their hometown guy. THEY want to be first. They don’t 

want to hear about outsiders getting the good stuff. They want the Messiah to be 

what they have in mind, not what Jesus is telling them he actually is.  

 Jesus also gives his listeners the example of the prophet Elisha healing the 

Syrian leper Naaman rather than lepers in Israel. That is the last straw for the 

congregation in Nazareth. V. 28 says “When they heard this, all in the synagogue 

were filled with rage.” 

 These folks have serious problems. First they’re amazed by what Jesus has 

to say, and they speak well of him. Then in no time at all, they do a 180 and are 

filled with rage at Jesus. To the point where they turn into a mob, drive him out of 

town, and plan to murder him by throwing him off a cliff! What is going on? 

 Here it is. These people do not want to hear the truth. And these people do 

not understand the importance of boundaries. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life. If we are to experience the abundant life Jesus offers, we have to believe Him 

when he brings us truth, even if we do not like the truth we are hearing. The truth 
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is the truth. And we need to do things the right way, not our way. We need to 

respect healthy boundaries. Boundaries are all through scripture, and I did not see 

them for a long time for what they were. Years ago, one of my closest friends and 

prayer partner, Victoria, started telling me about a book she was reading called 

Boundaries by Henry Cloud and John Townsend. She kept talking about it, telling 

me all the things she was learning about biblical boundaries, and I finally decided I 

wanted to read it too. Wow. For me, Boundaries was a life-changing book. It was 

as though scales fell off my eyes. I realized that I had believed and done stupid 

things for years because of misinterpreting scripture.  

 Here’s an example of what I mean. When I was 15 years old, I got a summer 

job working in a sandwich shop. The boss, Mr. Vogel, was a wonderful man. Most 

of my co-workers were good kids, too. Except for one other girl. Josie. Josie was 

years older than I—she was almost through college, whereas I had just finished my 

sophomore year in high school. Josie for some reason decided her recreation that 

summer would be making my life miserable. Mr. Vogel liked Josie--she had 

already  worked in the shop for several summers—and Josie never let the boss see 

or hear the things she did to me and said to me. She would belittle me. She would 

trip me. She would block my path so I couldn’t get by her when I needed to. Josie 

was a bully. I remember the other girls telling me when Josie wasn’t around that 

they couldn’t believe how mean Josie was to me. And I thought to myself, “why 
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don’t you tell her to cut it out?” But it did not occur to me that I myself should tell 

her to cut it out. I did not know how to handle a bully. I was brought up in a home 

where we did not learn to confront people. I thought the Christian response to Josie 

was to turn the other cheek. Of course that’s not who turning the other cheek is for. 

Turning the other cheek is advanced theology. That is how you handle enemies in 

certain situations, as in the passive resistance that Martin Luther King Jr. employed 

during the Civil Rights Movement. Turning the other cheek is not how you handle 

problems in the workplace. Your co-workers are not supposed to be your enemies. 

You’re supposed to be on the same team, working together to make the job a 

success. It is obvious to me now what I should have done. I should have set 

boundaries with Josie. I should have stood up to her. And told her in no uncertain 

terms that if she tripped me again or said those horrible things to me again, I would 

tell the boss. Holding people responsible for their behavior is not mean. It is 

actually the loving thing to do.  

 All of us know people who like nothing better than to try to control other 

people. Sometimes they are aggressive controllers like Josie was. That’s what the 

folks in Jesus’s hometown were. They wanted miracles, and when they didn’t get 

them they turned mean and murderous.  

 We all need to learn from Jesus here. Jesus told the people the truth. He told 

them the truth that a prophet is without honor in his hometown, and consequently 
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their faith was not such that he would be able to perform miracles. They did not 

like that. Most times in scripture, faith is the channel for Jesus’s healing powers. In 

Mark chapter 2, a paralyzed man is brought by his friends who believe in Jesus—

you may remember that it’s so crowded they lower their friend’s mat down through 

the roof to reach Jesus! V.5 says that when Jesus sees their faith, he says to the 

paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” And then Jesus heals him, the man walks, 

and the amazed crowd glorifies God. Again in Mark, chapter 5:34, after Jesus heals 

the woman who has suffered from a hemorrhage for 12 years, Jesus says to her, 

“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your 

disease.” Mark chapter 10 is similar. Jesus says to the blind beggar, Bartimaeus, 

“What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let 

me see again.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” 

Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. For Jesus, the 

boundary line of faith is how he chooses to heal in these situations.  

 Not all controllers use aggressive tactics like the folks in Jesus’s hometown. 

Another way people try to control others is through manipulation. When 

manipulators don’t like hearing the truth that we choose to do something our way 

instead of their way, they try to talk us into changing our no into yes. Manipulators 

don’t hear someone else’s no as no. Manipulative controllers also use guilt tactics 

or sneakiness. An example from scripture is the story of Jacob and Esau. Jacob 
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manipulates Esau into giving up his birthright as the firstborn son. Later, Jacob 

wrestles with God all night long. God then changes Jacob’s name to Israel, which 

means “wrestles with God,”—and Jacob changes for the good. Wrestling with God 

is tough, but it grows our faith and makes us better at respecting boundaries. 

 Boundaries can be confusing for us Christians. We might say, well, it 

doesn’t feel loving to upset people by saying no. Doesn’t Jesus say to love others 

as I love myself? We might quote John 15:  13 Greater love has no one than this: to 

lay down one’s life for one’s friends. I think of it this way. Lifeguards put their 

own lives in danger when they run into the ocean to rescue those who are 

drowning. But they can’t give in to what the drowning person wants. A drowning 

person isn’t thinking straight and will grab their rescuer so tightly they’re both in 

danger of drowning. The lifeguard cannot give into the clinging, clutching person 

in trouble. The lifeguard uses rescue techniques that don’t give the person in 

jeopardy what they immediately want, which is to hold on too tightly. The 

lifeguard gives the one being rescued what they ultimately want, which is to be 

brought to safety so they can continue to live. We love others by allowing them to 

be them, separate from ourselves. Cloud and Townsend, in their book Boundaries, 

explain it this way: “Anytime you are not loving others, you are not taking 

responsibility for yourself; you have disowned your heart…[but]We are to love one 

another, not be one another…I can’t work through the disappointment that limits 
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bring for you. The biblical mandate for our own personal growth is ‘Continue to 

work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to 

will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.’ (Phil. 2:12-13) You are 

responsible for yourself. I am responsible for myself. 

 When people get angry or manipulative when we do not give them what they 

want, sometimes we need to put space between us and them. In the case of actual 

abuse, the space might need to be permanent separation. None of us is perfect, 

since we are all sinners. But none of us should ever put up with someone who 

abuses us with the excuse that nobody is perfect. Look at Jesus in our passage for 

today. Jesus IS perfect. He is in the synagogue with people he has known his whole 

life. These people know that Jesus loves God, respects his parents, is hard-working 

and responsible, is kind to others, including the underdogs, and is a wonderful big 

brother to his siblings. So we might ask how on earth could they go from liking 

Jesus to hating him? Why are they so worked up that they rush out of worship 

before the service is over? How could they turn into a mob, bent on throwing Jesus 

off a cliff? The answer is that none of us is responsible for how others behave, not 

even Jesus. Jesus cannot make his neighbors appreciate his message and respect his 

boundaries. Jesus, who is the Truth, does not force truth on his listeners—he lets 

them choose to live by it or not. The choice is theirs. 
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 At the end of our scripture reading, we learn that the mob does not throw 

Jesus off the cliff. Maybe they were trying to bully Jesus into doing what they want 

by threatening him at the edge of the cliff, thinking that will force him to perform 

miracles in Nazareth. We do not know exactly what happened. V. 30 simply says 

he passed through the midst of them and went on his way. The crowd’s attempts to 

overpower Jesus and control him fail. They miss out on God’s blessing, at least for 

now. Jesus moves on to minister elsewhere. We hope that some in Nazareth come 

to their senses once they are away from the mob mentality. That they decide to 

repent and submit to the love of Jesus. That is not for us to say. As much as we 

want everyone to love and follow Jesus, we cannot make them. We can only love 

them and seek to influence them. Our God does not want anyone to perish, but 

wants everyone to come to repentance, we know from 2 Peter 3:9. Yet God does 

not force anyone to love Him. God sent Jesus to show us the truth of God’s never-

ending love and compassion.  Let us also love others by living by God’s truth and 

God’s gracious boundaries. Amen. 

 


