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 Calhan UMC Administrative Council met February 21 via Zoom.  We discussed plans for safely meeting 
indoors and worshipping again in the sanctuary. The consensus of the membership is that we can 
resume in mid-March with indoor worship every other week. We will meet for worship at 11a.m. 
March 14, and then March 28, and take precautions according to our approved guidelines from the 
Mountain Sky Conference.  We will still be in the Yellow Status designation, so masks, physical 
distancing, shortened service, and other restrictions will still be in effect. Not everyone will have been 
vaccinated, including your pastor. But, by mid-March most of our vulnerable congregants will have 
received their acquired vaccinations, with the two-week waiting period afterwards. 
NEXT Council Meeting March 21, 10a.m. on ZOOM. 
*************************************************** 
 
 CUMC Finance Committee will meet in person, masked and at a distance, Thursday March 11th at 
6:30p.m. No meeting was held in February. 
 
*************************************************** 
 
CUMC SPRC will meet March 7th at 10a.m. in the fellowship hall at church to discuss the March 1 Zoom 
call with the District Superintendent, Rev. Thong. They will continue their work in preparation for a new 
half-time appointed Minister, and to have a church administrative assistant again. 
 
*************************************************** 
 
CUMC UMW had planned to meet Thursday March 4th at 7p.m.  in the church fellowship hall, to discuss 
our book sales, need for more volunteers, and our plans for 2021 rummage sales.  Due to weather, the 
meeting was postponed, and a vote via group text messaging was given to cancel plans for an April 
2021 Rummage Sale.  
Our next regularly scheduled meeting would be Thursday, April 1st . 
 
**************************************************   
 
CUMC UMM will meet for breakfast and Bible study on March 10th at 7:30a.m. at Western Omelet in 
Calhan.  
 
***************************************************    
 
CUMC Worship Committee met and discussed plans for Lent and Easter services in-person and indoors. 
The Adult Sunday School class will meet at 10a.m. on March 14th and 28th. Worship will begin at 11a.m.. 
For Easter, we will only have one service, at 11a.m. We have three young people to be confirmed during 
that Easter celebration. Sermons and Scriptures are posted on the website each week. 
 
***************************************************     
 
CUMC Trustees did not meet in February.  
Bob S. reported that the CUMC Trustee Fund - $252.53 
The following is a list of current church projects:  



Removal of tree stumps and leveling road base gravel on the church parking lot. 

Preparing the parsonage for new minister.  Don McQueen has volunteered to donate the 
expense of carpet cleaning. 

Replacement of some of the older appliances in the parsonage (refrigerator, dishwasher, stove) 

Chairperson’s Report – Thanks to Duane Jagodzinske for installing two new LED lights in the bookshelf 
area of the northwest corner of the Sunday school basement.  Duane also replaced some of the old T-8 
florescent lighting with LED light tubes.  The smoke and carbon dioxide detectors are functioning 
properly except for the cardon dioxide detector in the Fellowship Hall.  It will be replaced this week.  The 
church and the parsonage seem to have survived the cold weather in good shape. 

The Church was granted property tax exemption from the Colorado Division of Property Taxation for the 
parking area (formerly the Kobilan property) at 574 Denver Street.  The exemption went into effect on 
July 16, 2020.  Al and Lora Kobilan deducted the amount of the property taxes to be paid through 
7/16/20 from the sale price.  Meaning the first half of the 2020 property taxes will need to be paid.  A 
revised tax bill should be sent out by the El Paso County Treasurer’s Office. 

A winter/spring sign-up sheet for church clean-up is posted in the sanctuary.  A small group of several 
members met on Feb 28 to tackle some general cleaning of the building. 

The next meeting of the CUMC Trustees is tentatively set for after church service on March 28, 
2021.  Officers will be elected at the next meeting for 2021.   

**************************************************     

PLEASE PRAY FOR: The Lopez family. Cheryl’s husband, Shorty Lopez, continues to recover at home, 
after repeat hospitalizations, with severe lung damage from COVID-19.  

Our most vulnerable members.  

Our national and local government leaders. 

Our global church, and our Bishop and Cabinet leaders, and pastor. 

*********************************************     

 

New Mailing Address: (this is a correction from last month)  

BONNIE DUNGAN 1367 South Country Club Dr. UNIT # 1294  Mesa, ARIZONA 85210 

 
***************************************************     
 
The new website for the church is www.calhanumc80808.org 
 
The new email address for the church is  office@calhanumc80808.org 
 
***************************************************************     
 
MOUNTAIN SKY CONFERENCE NEWS 
 

http://www.calhanumc80808.org/
mailto:office@calhanumc80808.org


Peaks/Pikes Peak District Gathering on Zoom 
Platform 

Saturday, April 17, 2021 9:00am – 11:00 a.m. 

 

Bishop Karen will share a message and 
Communion. Keynote speaker, Rev. Amanda 
Henderson, will offer a message about finding unity 
in divisive times. Henderson partnered with Iliff 
School of Theology to create the Institute for 
Religion, Politics & Culture as a place for 
scholarship and research about the way legislative 
initiatives are shaped by religion. Plus, the PPP 
District will also process business such as election 
of Equalization Members. Registration will open the 
week of March 1 and will come out through District 
Offices and Conference E-news. 
 

"Transforming: The Bible & the Lives of Transgender Christians" Spring Book Study 

NextGen & Inclusiveness Ministries is offering a spring book study on "Transforming: The Bible & 

The Lives of Transgender Christians" by Austen 

Hartke. This study is a great opportunity for anyone 

who is dedicated to strengthening their LGBTQ+ 

allyship and for those who are looking to better 

understand gender identity from a faith-based 

perspective. No matter where you are on your 

journey to LGBTQ+ allyship, you are invited to 

participate! 

 

If you're interested in participating in this 

study, please fill out this form. 

 
***********************************************     
 
The Pastor’s Corner of the Front Porch (March 2021) 
 
I am so excited that Spring is almost here. I am excited that March is Women’s History month. I am excited that so 
many people are getting vaccinated against the COVID-19 disease. The more that do, the sooner the pandemic will 
end. I am excited to anticipate hugging my children, traveling, being able to safely gather, to attend concerts, 
choirs, theater, museums, and restaurant dining, and the return of group sporting events. I am excited most of all 
about returning to regular indoor and outdoor worship and ministry together.  
  

https://mtnsky-email.brtapp.com/!EFnzEJKqOa1SunjEwif2gjMoKUlWo-eQBIfCg5tGPsnptQd9fIjrjx4AqQBuY9wxM


A year ago, the threat of the COVID19 disease and related suffering and death gripped the entire planet.  March 
2021 marks a year for us in the USA living restricted by and with this fearful reality. Some friends of mine say fear is 
the worst pandemic to grip people. Their response to this pervasive viral disease has been to go about their days as 
if the threat does not exist.  That is tempting, as a coping strategy. After all, the Bible says, “God has not given us a 
spirit of fear, but of power, and love, and of self-discipline.” This is one of my favorite verses.  I am someone 
naturally more inclined to anxiety and fears than some other people I know. Fear can be a difficult emotion or 
chronic neuro-psychological condition. It is an emotion common to us all, and essential for one’s survival in a 
dangerous world. God, we are told, can give us what we need to face our fears.  This verse from 2 Timothy 1:7 is 
the promise that God gives us love, power, and self-control in the face of our human fear. 
 
When you consider Jesus, what do you notice? How did He manage fear? Well, of course! Jesus felt fear. He was 
fully human. Feeling afraid is not a sin.  How could He not have been afraid at times?!  Do we see Jesus deny the 
realty of threats He lived under to manage or overcome fear? When the angel came to tell Joseph, in a dream, that 
Herod wanted to kill his son, do you imagine toddler Jesus laughing at his stepDad for being afraid, and ridiculing 
his efforts for the family to take precautions and flee to Egypt? Did the Holy Family flee in fear, or faith? Or both!? I 
think, in both!  
When Jesus was told Lazarus was sick, Jesus didn’t pretend that Lazarus wasn’t sick. When Jesus was told Lazarus 
was now dead, He didn’t deny it. When Jesus told Lazarus to rise from the dead and walk out of his tomb, He didn’t 
deny that Lazarus was dead. He didn’t yell into the tomb, “Lazarus! Stop pretending! You can come out now!” 
 Jesus faced the cold hard realities of life and death head on. He wept in the face of death with shared grief. He did 
not seem to live his life in denial of anything!  After that Lazarus miracle, the Bible says the authorities redoubled 
their efforts to have Jesus killed. From the beginnings of His earthly life, and throughout all His days, Jesus lived 
with good reasons to be afraid. His very life, and the safety of his family and community, were under threat. In 
fact, that is why He died. He was murdered! So many different people, from practically day one, were often trying 
to kill him.  He said quite openly, as recorded in Mark 8:1-8, the authorities would one day succeed. Was He driven 
by or immobilized by His fear? No. Neither was He in denial of all the reasons for fear.  
 
It is similarly not necessary for us to deny the reality of the threats in our world, in order to cope with the fear that 
often and rightly accompanies them. Nor do we need to avoid taking the necessary precautions that come with 
living under threat of suffering, sickness, and death. It is not helpful to pretend that real threats are not real.  
Building bomb shelters during WW2 was not just a fear driven reaction to an imaginary unlikely threat.  Boarding 
up your windows when a hurricane is predicted to make landfall is not “living in fear”. Laws to enforce wearing a 
seatbelt and having a speed limit on the highway is not a bad infringement on our personal liberties. Having limits 
to our personal freedom saves more lives than not having those restrictions costs.  Think of the children who 
would have been killed as our speed limits and traffic have increased, and our driving habits gotten worse and 
worse, if infant and child car-seats were never made mandatory!  
One way to cope in this time of fearful threats is to be thankful and joyful in our hope. While not denying what we 
grieve -- the losses—we can take reasonable precautions to limit the danger, and engage in acts of mercy and 
justice to mitigate the suffering our world is facing.  We can more readily appreciate the things we do love even 
while we suffer from things we don’t love.  
This has not been just a year of fear. This has been a year of courageous leadership, of amazing generosity, and 
sacrificial love. We can only grow the character trait of endurance, and demonstrate longsuffering love, when 
faced with suffering and hardships. One can only have the beauty of courage in the presence of fear. Grace under 
fire is far more admirable than being gracious when everyone likes you.  When faced with a common threat, sadly, 
we have at times scattered in fear, or turned on each other in fear, making our neighbors into enemies. Just 
recently I was re-reading about the incarceration of Japanese Americans in concentrations camps during WW2. 
The news reports say hate crimes are on the rise again, against Asian-Americans in particular, now, driven by 
misinformation and fear. 
We can, and we must, instead, continue to join together in surprising and inspiring ways, to mitigate our collective 
suffering and enhance our capacity for selflessness and courage.  We can speak out against injustice when it makes 
us afraid. We can give our money and time, to stop the spread of hunger. We can speak up to stop the spread of 
misinformation. We can keep showing love’s power, and be led by our faith in God. 
I invite the reader to ponder with me all the ways this can be done. 



 
In Christ alone, 
Rev. Melinda 


